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' The Daily
‘'Summary

PORTUGAL: The moderates, ied by the
' 1Goclalist Party, won a resounding victory over
ithe Communists in the national constituent
assembly slection on Friday. Leaders of the
I Armed Forces Movement are irying to play

! down the significance of the etection. Il -

[Page 1)

Military ;.eaderé Play Down Result

Constituent Assembly Election
‘Won by Portugu

Portuguese moderates, led by the
Sociutist Party, won a resounding victory
over the Communists in the national con-
stituent ussembly election on Friday.

Unofficial results announced Saturday

© give the three moderate parties more than

70 percent of the vote: the Socialists
received 38 percent, the center-left
Popular Democrats 26 percent, and the
moderate right-wing Social Democratic
Center 8 percent. The Communists and
their allies took o total of 20 percent, 13
percent going to the Communist Party.

Over 90 percent of the registered voters
turned out, most exercising the right to
vote for the first time. The Socialist tally
exceeded the party's highest expectations.
The party showed remarkable strength in
all areas of the country. The Socialists
almost matched the Communist vote in
industriul towns and in the Alentcjo
region, where the Communists had work-
ed hurd to gain the support of peasants on
the lurge estates of absenteo fandlords.

The Socialists also polled better than
expected in the truditionally conservative
and heavily populated north, once a
Populur Democratic stronghold.

The Socialists’ impressive showing will
increase "their political influence, even
though leaders of the ruling Armed
Forces Movement say the election was

AT TR

ese Moderates

nothing more than @ “pedsgogical exer-
cise." The terms of the constitution to be
upproved by the constituent assembly are
u loregone  conclusion, but that body's
deliberations could have an impact on the
policies of the military government.

The Sociafists are assured of ovet one
third of the scats. Altogether, the
moderate parties may control as much as
80 percent of the assembly.

Did Anyone Win Anything?
Party chief Mario Soares, |
[

ubout how the Armed Forces Movement
will react to the Socialist victory. Soares
recognizes, in the aftermath of the clec-
tion, that Sociulist political influence is
still dependent on the consent of the
Movement. He is trying to make the elec-
tion result pulutable to the Movement by
describing it us a victory for
*progressive” forces,

In a televised roundtable discussion
with the leuders of the four parties in the
governing coulition, Socares was con-
ciliatory. He pledged that his party would
comply with the pre-electoral puct signed
by the six mnjor purties that turned power
over ta the Movement.

Sonres is wooing the Movement in an
effort to split it away from the Com-
munists. Up to now, the leaders of the
Movement have found the highly dis-

(See Soclalists...Page 2)




From Page 1
ciplined Communists uly to work wltl\
the party never criticizos the Mavemont's
policies. They found the modorate parties
were more difficult to handle,

Although press reports indicale that
Sonres muy be intcrested in formiug a
common (ront with the Communists and
the Popular Democrats,

Soaren intendn, instead, to
cmphasize the Socialista® independence

und populur strength, and to build the

purty’s support,
Movement's Response

'Movement leaders are pieased that the
election was peaceful nnd that it boosted
Portugal's internationat image. So far
they huve played down the moderates’ vie-
tory and stressed the political naivete of
the Portuguese people.

On Suturday, Information Minister
Jesuino and Revolutionary Council
member Correia held a press conference.

Jesuino remurked that the election really

did not matter, it “was just un exercise for
the elections for u legislative assembly in
December.™

The Movement had been campaigning

tory for the
“Sociulists and the other top vote-getters
“had previously agreed to the Movement's

10 encourage those uncertain of their
 political preference to vote a blank ballot,
* triggering speculation they would use such
, voles to indicate their own popular sup.
" port, The percentage of blank or spolled
hallots amounted to & scant 7 percent.
[ Jenuino suid the Movement had hoped for
| 40 percent

| The upolmmen said the Movement did
[ not regurd the election as a defeat for
their policics or as a protest against high
[ unemployment and inflation. Jesuino, on
the contrary, interpreted the vote as a vic-
Movement because the

platform,

According to Jesulno, “the first lesson
16 he drawn from the results of these clec-
tions in that the chosen line toward
socialism has been reinforced” and thus
‘there is no reason to modify the

.uvernmem s busic policies.

Factionalism

“The election may hasten the growth of
factionalism in the Revolutionary Coun.
cil. Recent reports indicate that the divi-
sion between moderate and radicul fac-
tions thut existed before the unsuccessful
Match 11 coup has become more com-
plex.
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Socnallsts Conslderlng Tactics After Portuguese Election Victory

i How the Movement reacts 1o the
muderate victory will largely depen’ on
which faction comes out on top,

i A moderate election viclory was feared
most by the radical officers. Prime
Minister Goncalves may well suffer
politically ws the result of the vote: he
made no secret of his support for the
Communist-dominated Portuguess
Democrutic Movement,

President Costa Gomes is most likely
pleuscd at the outcome, but he and the
moderates still probably lack the power to
{1srn the situation to their advantage.

Coutinho, on the other hand. was one
of the major proponents of the blank
ballot, und is probubly disappointed at the
fuilure of the ploy. He may still try to
capitalize on his strength among the
military and try to form his “civilian

Armed Forces Movement,™ ideologicully
situated between the Communists and the
Socialists.

Impact on Communists

The Communist Party and the Por.
tuguese Democratic Movement stund to
lose the most us a result of the election.
Both portray themselves as the represent-
atives of the “people.” but the “people™
have disagreed.  ANer spending  more
money thun anyone clud and using their
vrgunizition o get their supporters to the
polts, they can hardly complain that the
peaple were not aware af theie program.

1 he party will probably not protest the
clection, but will most likely complain
that the “unticommunists™ and  “un-
tidemowratic forces' subotue-d theit cam-
paign.

Communist teader Alvaro Cunhal
summed up his party’s upproach, stating
that “we know that the strength of the
Communist Party hy fur axceetis the clecs
toril inlluence uy shown by the election
ligures, and therclore we helieve that the
clection results in no way harm the Com-
munist Party.”

The Communists will encournge the
Maovement to belitle the election resulis
bevause their success (n the neur future
depends on their continued abitity to in-
Nuence the leaders of the Movement. I
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